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This is the unbelievable true story of Papa Gold Bill Quirk, an
eccentric prospector who went from rags to riches and then lost it all
in one of the strangest stories ever told.

In the late 1800s, Bill Quirk was a poor farmer in rural Wisconsin. He had a
wife and three children, and he struggled to make ends meet. One day, he
heard a rumor that there was gold in the Black Hills of South Dakota. He
decided to sell his farm and use the money to stake a claim. He traveled to
South Dakota, and he soon staked a claim for his own mine. He named it
the Papa Gold Mine.

Within a few years, Bill Quirk was one of the richest men in the Black Hills.
He owned several gold mines, and he had a fleet of stagecoaches that
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carried gold and passengers from the mines to the nearest town. He was
known for his generosity, and he often gave money to people who were
less fortunate than he was. He was also known for his eccentricity. He wore
a long white beard, and he often wore a gold nugget on his watch chain.

In the early 1900s, Bill Quirk's luck began to change. The gold in his mines
began to run out, and he lost a lot of money in a series of bad investments.
He was forced to sell his stagecoach fleet, and he lost most of his mining
claims. He was eventually forced to declare bankruptcy.

Bill Quirk spent the rest of his life in poverty. He died in a poorhouse in
1927. He was 82 years old. He was buried in an unmarked grave, and his
story was largely forgotten.

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in Bill Quirk's story.
Several books and articles have been written about him, and his name is
now mentioned in many books on the history of the Black Hills.

Bill Quirk's story is a reminder that even the richest people can lose
everything. It is also a reminder that even the most eccentric people can
have a heart of gold.

Additional Information
= Bill Quirk's birth name was William Henry Quirk.
= He was born in Ireland in 1845.
= He came to the United States in 1868.
= He staked his first gold claim in the Black Hills in 1876.

= He was one of the founders of the town of Deadwood, South Dakota.



= He was married three times.
= He had seven children.

= He died in a poorhouse in 1927.
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The Papa Gold Mine (Image credit: Black Hills Pioneer Museum)

Further Reading

= Papa Gold Bill Quirk: The Eccentric Prospector Who Went from Rags
to Riches and Then Lost It All by Robert Garratt

= Papa Gold Bill Quirk: The eccentric prospector who went from rags to
riches to rags again by Bruce Ellison

= Papa Gold Bill Quirk by Legends of America
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